
“In the beginning God . . . .” 

Reverend Monsignor John E. Fitzpatrick 
 Pastor 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
June 29, 2012, The Feast of Peter and Paul  

The Birth of Saint John the Baptist 

Jesus said ,“Take your finger and examine my hands.” 
  Thomas said in response “My Lord and My God” 

 



 
The curtain has come down on  

   “the Pastorate of Father Fitz” . . .  
 

The exit music has been performed, now we must go out and talk about what we thought of those 38 

years. A young man of 32 turned into a senior citizen of 69. He asks where did the time go? There are 
a few re-writes– if this could be possible, but unfortunately we cannot go back.  
 

Over the last 38 years there are thousand upon thousands of people who have changed my life. I hope 
in some way I have done the same for them. There are so many people to whom I owe a debt of grati-

tude . . . too many to mention and too many I would unfortunately, inadvertently overlook.  
 

To those who enriched the Family of  Saint Thomas the Apostle and my life— 

 

Thank you. 
 

I can say no more.  
 

Since the founding of the parish of Saint Thomas the Apostle in 1946 so much has changed in the area, and still we gather at the same altar, 
listen to the same scriptures, receive the same Christ in the Eucharist, pray to the same Blessed Mother.  
 

As members of the Family of Saint Thomas the Apostle you must continue to serve as a center of hospitality and worship. See to it that all 
who enter here feel at home, sense the presence of God and your presence as well.  
 

You and I have a mission as we move forward from here, a commission from Christ Himself to transform our world where we worship, 
work and play, laugh and weep, live and die. That means that our Liturgies cannot be an isolated hour each week; the Eucharist moves us 

from church to the world.  
 
 
 

Saint Thomas the Apostle is linked through Calvary to the world church.  
 

I exhort you to be holy for the One who called us said, “You shall be holy, for I, your Lord and God am holy.”  
 

Please give your new Pastor Father Matt Twiggs and your new Parochial Vicar, Father Jhon Edisson Madrid, the love and support you gave 

to me and Saint Thomas the Apostle, I promise you will be the light, the Light of Christ, in “the Valley” and throughout the world.  
 

Before I sign out finally, on behalf of the Family of Saint Thomas the Apostle I personally want to acknowledge and thank the Paulist Fa-

thers for ministering to the people of God in this area—even before there was a parish called Saint Thomas the Apostle—up to the present 

day. We all owe a great debt of gratitude to the many Paulist Fathers who taught us of the love of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

You’ll have to excuse me, I have to go now and familiarize myself with the next “script” in my life’s journey.  
 

May the road rise up to meet you.  
May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face,  
And rain fall soft upon your fields.  

And until we meet again,  

May God hold you in the palm of His Hand. 
 

May you always remember when the shadows fall—you do not walk alone.  
 

          God loves you and so do I.  
 

        
 

 
 

 P.S. When I am gone . . .  
 

   and you speak of me . . .  
 

    and you will . . .  
 

          please be kind.  



Monsignor Fitzpatrick’s Retirement  

Choral Concert and Reception, June 3, 2012  

 

Pictures of the  
Concert and  
Reception have been 
provided by a fellow 
parishioner and  
bulletin advertiser, 
Lisa Klepp,  
to look at all of the 
picture taken and to 
purchase any of them 
go to her website:  
LisaReneeVision.com 



“GOD MADE PASTORS . . .  
 

With tender hearts,  

to hold the hurts of others,  

and gentle hands,  

to reach out with  

compassion and love.  
 

God laid His hand upon them,  

and breathed hope 

 into their spirits.  
 

Then with His own hand of 

blessing,  

He wrapped them up in His 

mantle of love . . .  
 

And called them Pastors”  



THANK YOU AGAIN TO EVERYONE  

First Communion 2012 

Karnack 

John Jr. & John Sr. Peragallo,  
Organ Builders 



“IN LOOKING AT THE PICTURES OF SAINT 

THOMAS THE APOSTLE THROUGHOUT THE 

YEARS, IT BECOMES APPARENT THAT WE 

ARE ALL DIFFERENT AND UNIQUE, EACH 

WITH OUR OWN TALENTS AND  

ABILITIES– OUR GIFTS FROM GOD  

TO BE GIVEN TO AND COMPLIMENT EACH 

OTHER . 
 

AS WE LOOK AT THE BACK OF OUR HAND 

WE NOTICE NO TWO FINGERS ARE THE 

SAME LENGTH, BUT EACH WORKS IN 

CONCERT TO MAKE A  WORKING HAND; 

SO TOO, DIFFERENT AS WE ARE, WE WORK 

TOGETHER TO MAKE A PARISH 

COMMUNITY 

 THE FAMILY OF SAINT THOMAS THE 

APOSTLE” - MSGR. JOHN E. FITZAPTRICK 

Through the years . . . .  

June 3, 2012 - Welcome  
Vincent Joseph Keeler.  

Msgr.’s last Baptism at Saint 
Thomas the Apostle  

Frs. Fitz & Kearns 

Mom  
& 
Dad 

Mass in Pope John Paul II’s Private Chapel 

Josephine Mastromauro 



I’m listening to “his” homily. 

“ Really?  . . . A dollar bill?” 

“Thank you Lisa (Chillpaw) Pawlick for all of my 

drawing portraits over the years and my likeness in 

a doll!” 

This is from the Golden Girls Theme Song  
 

“We’ve traveled down the road and back again . . .  
 

And when we die . . .   
 

I’ll see you there once again . . .  
 

Thank you for being a friend!” 

Love Gibby 

“ The 

blanket  

is  

coming 

with  

me!” 

Memories of “his” convalescence 

Lazy Summer days down the shore 



Rev. Msgr. John Eugene Fitzpatrick, pastor emeritus of St. Thomas the Apostle parish, passed 

away at 4:00 am  Thursday, May 19, 2022.  Please keep him in your prayers.   

 

Viewing, Funeral Mass, and Repast will take place at St. Thomas the Apostle 

Church on Wednesday, May 25. 
 

Viewing: 4:00 pm- 7:00 pm  
 

Funeral Mass: 7:30 pm, the Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Kevin Sweeney and 

Fr. John Hurley C.S.P. 
 


